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The Emerging Leaders Acad-
emy was bursting with ideas on 
community projects and im-
provements as a statewide Ave-
nues of Possibilities Tour hosted 
a public forum in Kenosha.

Participants in the Wednesday 
night gathering were presented 
various city projects and time-
lines before sharing what they 
would like to see in the city in 
terms of parks and recreation,
economic development, safety 
and accessibility, arts and cul-
ture, and transportation and 
connectivity.

Once feedback head been col-
lected, some comments were 
selected for discussion with 
City Development Director Tim 
Casey, City Planning Director 
Mike Callovi, Kenosha Creative 
Space Executive Director Fran-
cisco Loyola and City Planner 
Rachel Gasper.

Casey said he most often hears
requests for “housing ... housing
of all kinds.”

“We hear from people who 
can’t find the single family 

homes they’re looking for, and 
some of those are people who 
are of the means to afford pretty 
much any type of house,” he said. 
“We also hear people (are) look-
ing for more rental property.”

Casey said he frequently hears
requests for additional parks in 
specific locations and requests 
for popular retailers or restau-
rants.

Panelists told attendees to con-
tact their City Council members 
and attend city meetings to get
their voices heard about changes

they want to see in Kenosha.
Rita DeMerit, vice president 

of operations for Newaukee, said
the Kenosha event — along with 
other tour stops conducted in 
LaCrosse, Waukesha, Eau Claire, 
Wausau and Green Bay — were 
designed to help engage people 
in each community in urban 
planning, people who “maybe 
wouldn’t usually come to an 
event like this.”

“We wanted to make it really 
accessible,” she said. “We’re 
keeping it a little broad on the 

topic. So we’re covering what 
people are really interested in,
whether it’s a bike lane or a pot-
hole or a mural, just kind of as 
an introduction to getting more 
civically involved in their com-
munities.”

DeMerit said she hoped those 
who attended learned “about 
the processes that are in place to 
solve the issues that they want to
address.”

“It’s actually possible to make 
an impact in your community, 
whether it’s something small, 
like you want a playground fixed 
or you want trash picked up,.
You can advocate for yourself 
in those ways,” she said. “(Or) 
if you want something big, like 
a road (or) a protected bike lane 
around reconstruction, you can 
be shown (how) to actually start 
that process, who to reach out to 
in the city, other events you can 
go to, like city council meetings 
or public input sessions.”

Casey said community engage-
ment sessions are a good way to
directly hear from people who
have a stake in the community.

“There are lots of different 
ways to do it, and you should 
do it a lot of different ways,” he 
said of community engagement.
“Some of that is having interac-
tive sessions where people can 
provide their input directly and 
help shape some of the plans for 
the future.”
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City development director tim Casey, right, talks with tammi miller, of pleasant prairie, during the workshop portion of the “avenues of
possibilities” community engagement event Wednesday night at the Kenosha emerging Leaders academy.
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The Kenosha Community 
Foundation has awarded 24 grants 
totaling more than $75,000 to 
nonprofit organizations and proj-
ects that serve Kenosha County 
residents.

The grants are from five of its 
Field of Interest endowment 
funds: ANVK Field of Interest En-

dowment, Keno-
sha Arts Fund, La-
Fave Family Fund, 
the OMC Legacy 
Fund and the 
Women’s Fund.

“Each year, 
grants from the 
foundation’s Field 
of Interest funds 

support a diverse set of programs 
and initiatives that serve critical 
needs, spur innovation and/or 
improve the health of our commu-
nity,” said KCF Executive Direc-
tor Amy Greil. “On behalf of our 
board and staff, we are thrilled to 
approve another round of grants.

“It was a special opportunity 
this year to review three grant ap-

plications to the new ANVK Field 
of Interest Fund that directs grant 
support to serve seniors, those 
with disabilities, and homebound 
individuals,” she said.

She highlighted Kenosha 
YMCA, which recently began a 
KCF organizational endowment 
and has since been awarded 
grants from three distinct fields 
to support a range of programs 
spanning safety (Safety Around 
Water), education (Frank Ele-
mentary Achievers Program) and 
health/nutrition (Feeding Fami-
lies) projects.

Grant awards 
The full list of grants awarded is 

posted online at the Community 
Foundation’s website kenosha-
foundation.org.

From the ANVK Field of In-
terest Endowment, which is new 
this year, three grants were made 
to organizations for programs that 
support services for elderly and/
or disabled residents of Kenosha, 
particularly homebound, with 
the goal of enhancing health and 

safety to assist them to live and 
remain in their home:
� Assistive Devise Project/

Kenosha Achievement Center
� Senior Nutrition Program/

Kenosha Area Family and Aging 
Services (KAFASI)
� Nourishing Independence/

Kenosha County Food Bank
From the Foundation’s Keno-

sha Arts Fund, three grants were 
made to organizations offering 
arts programming with the pur-
pose of enhancing the culture, 
economy, and quality of life in 
Kenosha County:
� Creative Connections/Hope 

Council on Alcohol & Other Drug 
Abuse
� Art Classes for Individu-

als with Special Needs/Kenosha 
Achievement Center

 � Amplifying Community 
Missions and Voices/Kenosha 
Community Media

From the LaFave Family Fund 
(established by the estate of Su-
sann LaFave), eight grants were 
made to organizations for pro-
grams that further education, 

particularly to promoting the hu-
manities, the arts, tolerance, and 
communication:
� Anti-Stigma Campaign/

Hope Council on Alcohol & Other 
Drug Abuse
� Art Supplies for Adults with

Special Needs/Kenosha Achieve-
ment Center

 � Amplifying Community 
Missions and Voices/Kenosha 
Community Media
� Adventures in Family Liter-

acy/Kenosha Literacy Council
� Weaving Cultural and Envi-

ronmental Narratives/Kenosha 
Public Museums Foundation
� Frank Elementary Achievers

Program/Kenosha YMCA
� Kindness Bracelets/Peace

Learning Circles
 � Dr. Martin Luther King Annual

Celebration/UW Parkside-Office 
of Multicultural Student Affairs

In addition to the grants 
awarded to non-profit organiza-
tions, each year the LaFave Fam-
ily Fund supports a scholarship at 
Marquette University’s College 
of Communications (Susann La-

Fave’s alma mater).
From the Outboard Marine Cor-

poration Legacy Fund, four grants 
targeting youth programs to:
� 2025 Summer Camp/ELCA

Outreach Center
� VR Technology for Innova-

tive Prevention/Hope Council on 
Alcohol & Other Drug Abuse
� Sprouts Playgroup/Kenosha

Achievement Center
� Safety Around Water/Keno-

sha YMCA
From the Foundation’s Wom-

en’s Fund, six grants to programs 
that benefit women and children 
to:
� Girls Gymnastics/Boys &

Girls Club of Kenosha
� Women’s Hygiene/Grace

Welcome Center
� ‘Loved One’s’ Support

Group/Hope Council on Alcohol 
& Other Drug Abuse
� EIP Parent Coaching/Keno-

sha Achievement Center
� Women in Focus/Kenosha

Literacy Council
� Feeding Families/Kenosha

YMCA.

Local nonprofits receive more than $75K in grants
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Hospice Alliance in Kenosha is 
once again offering Connections: 
Planting Seeds of Hope, a sup-
port group for 
children and 
their trusted 
adults.

G r o u p s ,
which will 
start up on 
Thursday, Oct. 17, are offered 
on the third Thursday of each 
month through the school year 
from 5-7:45 pm at Hospice Alli-
ance, 10220 Prairie Ridge Blvd.,
Pleasant Prairie.

Children ages 2 to 18 are wel-
come, and each must be accom-
panied by an adult.

The support group is open to 
all children and not limited to 
families with loved ones who 
received end-of-life care with 
Hospice Alliance.

“After seeing a gap in service
in our community, we launched 
Connections four years ago,” 
said Rita Hagen, Hospice Al-
liance executive director, “We
follow the school calendar, of-
fering the groups from October 
through May. We are excited
to begin our third session in a 
few weeks after experiencing 
the program’s growth since its 
launch.”

The program is managed by 
Jennifer Sytkowski, bereave-
ment coordinator with Hospice 
Alliance, and a team of trained 
volunteers who serve as facili-
tators and assistants. The cur-
riculum and activities involved 
are developmentally appropriate 
as children are grouped by age.

“Children who have experi-
enced the death of an import-
ant person sometimes want to 
be around others who have ex-
perienced something similar,” 
Sytkowski said. “We know that 
working through loss with the 
support of others can poten-
tially teach resilience, empathy, 
creativity and perseverance. By 
honoring grief and integrating 
loss in healthy and meaningful 
ways, we can help support fam-
ilies. Connections is a powerful 
resource.”

For more information about 
Connections: Planting Seeds of 
Hope visit hospicealliance.org,
or to register a child and trusted 
adult email: bereavement@hos-
picealliance.org or call 262-652-
4400.
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of Hope
Hospice Alliance 
offers support  
group for children
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Vicki Seebeck writes a suggestion for during an “avenues of
possibilities” community engagement event at the Kenosha emerging 
Leaders academy Wednesday night.
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